The Compass

Guiding Students and Parents Through Their College Search

A Message from Mrs. Blackwell...2006!
A whole new year full of new beginnings!

For many of you this will be the year you
conclude your formal high school education,
say goodbye to all the familiar childhood
friends & places & take that next step to
college. For the rest of you, this could be the
year that you work hard to build an even
stronger student profile- academically &
through your activities. Make the most of what
you do! The modern day productivity
consultant & author of Psychology of Winning
and Seeds of Greatness, Denis Waitley, wrote,
“The greatest achievement is to out perform
yourself.” Don’t just be satisfied with what
you have always done. Strive to do even better
things in 2006 & you will reap great benefits!
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Upcoming Testing Dates
Register by

SATI & SATII Jan. 28 Dec.22
ACT Feb. 11 Jan. 16
SAT I only April 1 Feb. 24
ACT April 8 March 3
SAT I & SAT Il May 6 April 3
SAT I & SAT Il June 3 April 28
ACT June 10 May 5
www.collegeboard.org www.actstudent.org

Sophomores and Juniors
Now is the time to begin thinking about how you
will spend your summer...
1). Do you need course credit or want to get
stronger in a subject area? Summer school may be a
great option for you.
2). Want to really see what it’s like on a college
campus, meet new friends and learn more in an area
of interest to you? Consider attending a summer
program on a college campus. | maintain listings in
my office which you are welcome to use.
3). Or will it be important for you to begin making
money to put aside for college? Now is the time to
begin developing your student resume so you will
have it ready to apply for jobs.

I S L S T o B o S

Up Coming Campus Open House
Feb. 4 Baylor University Winter Premiere Event
Sign Up Now!
www.baylor.edu/admissions/premiere _main.asp
or for more information call 1-800-BAYLOR-U
++++++H+

College Information Hotline
Available Saturday, January 14

The Texas Association for College Admission
Counseling (TACAC), along with LoanSTAR and The
Greater Texas Foundation will sponsor the 21st
Annual College Information Hotline on Saturday,
Jan. 14 from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. Anyone in the
state may call the toll-free College Information Hotline
number:

877 275-7007.
Private and public College Admissions and Financial
Aid Officers will be available to answer callers’
guestions concerning admissions requirements, aid
opportunities, student life, activities, or special
programs. In addition, callers may also request
information about colleges anywhere in the United
States. In past years, callers have predominately
been high school students and their parents, but an
increasing number of information requests are
beginning to come from middle school students,
current college students, adults who did not complete
college or have never attended, and veterans with
guestions about their benefits. | encourage everyone
to make special use of this unique opportunity to
receive excellent, first-hand information.

Seniors please remember...

It is up to you to follow-up with your
recommenders to make sure they have sent
their letter of recommendation to the schools you
are applying to or give it to you to send.

College Direction
Counseling Services
www.collegedirection.net

6906 Penny Court
Office: 281-580-1611  FAX: 281-537-8339

Houston, TX 77069

vblackwell@collegedirection.net




Essay Tip of The Month

Make sure your essay reflects
the academic side of you!

New Year’s Resolutions
With the start of a whole New Year,
resolutions can be very valuable if they
are realistic. Here are a few very
achievable resolutions that | strongly
encourage every student to consider:

1). Spend 30 more minutes of study each
week on a subject of your choice (you will
be surprised what a difference this could
make to your grade! Just a little more
effort can take an 89 to a 90!)

2). Attempt to answer just one more
question each class period than you have
in the past (Teachers will notice!)

3). Read one book a month of your choice
for pleasure - this is above and beyond
required school assignments. Remember
that strong readers have proven to fair
better on standardized tests.

4). Try something new and different this
year that you have never done before -
perhaps join a new club, volunteer at a
homeless shelter, take scuba diving
lessons... you get the idea!

5). Appreciate your parents more and all
that they do for you! For most of you, time
is ticking away and soon you will be on
your own at college and | guarantee you’ll
then really appreciate them!!!

Check This Out...

A free test prep website: www.number2.com.
SAT & ACT tutorials with explanations of correct as
well as incorrect answers. Your progress is tracked
so that each time you log on you can see which
tutorials you have already done & how many
auestions vou answered correctly.

Parent Corner
This is a great month to begin helping
your son or daughter determine how he
or she will spend the summer. They need
our involvement and continued support in
making wise choices. Good resources to
consult are:
The 500 Best Ways for Teens to Spend_the
Summer by Neill Seltzer
Summer Programs by Yale Daily News
Summer Opportunities for Kids and Teenagers
by Peterson’s

Here are also a few tips of my own:

1) Openly discuss financially what is
possible or not possible with your
student. Before getting excited about a
summer camp, he or she needs to know if
it is realistic to consider.

2) Let them know your expectations and
philosophy as parents concerning
employment and contributing to their
everyday expenses and ultimately their
college education.

3) Carefully review with them their course
selections, graduation requirements and
current classroom achievement in case
summer school needs considered.

4) If camp, special summer programs,
summer job etc. are an option get your
student involved in researching the
opportunities. The more they know and
the more they feel ownership of an idea,
the better choice they can make.

5) Make sure they don’t get over- booked!
All kids need down time and “good old
fashion time” with their family and
friends.

Here's to a
Happy & Successful 2006!
Virginia L. Blackwell, M.Ed.




