The Compass

Guiding Students and Parents Through Their College Search

A Message from Mrs. Blackwell...

On my drive home from taking my daughter to school
this morning, | heard a fellow educator on the radio
talk about how important it is for students to stay
focused this time of year. Thoughts of summer are
already on our minds. Often curriculum gets tougher at
this time of year and we need to realize it takes
perhaps more time and effort on our part to learn. Do
not let that ho-hum approach to your learning and your
assignments take over. Keep on top of your work and
give all your assignments 110% as if it were the
beginning of the school year! Remember that
continued diligence will help avoid a negative effect
on an already well established record. Sustaining hard
work and focus in your academics will reap the
benefits you will be proud of for years to come!

March 2006

Upcoming Test Dates
Register by
Feb. 24
April 8 March 3
May 6 April 3
May 1-12 contact your HS
June 3 April 28
June 10 May 5
www.actstudent.org

SAT I only

ACT

SAT | & SAT 11

AP Exams

SAT | & SAT 11

ACT
www.collegeboard.org

April 1

Seniors remember...

1). to follow-up with your high school
guidance office to request that your most up

to date transcript has been sent to the

Upcoming Campus Open Houses &

Information Sessions
March 4 Rise & Shine morning for jrs 8- 11am
and Explore UT 11- 5 pm

www.bealonghorn.utexas.edu/meetus/events/riseandshine
March 13,17 Baylor Sic ‘Em Days
www.baylor.edu

March 22 St. Edward’s Junior Day

9:00 am — 3:00 p.m. www.stedwards.edu
March 25 Sam Houston Saturdays at Sam

8:00 am- 2:30 pm www.shsu.edu
March 27 Mustang Mondays at SMU
March 30 — 31 Mustang Days at SMU

www.smu.edu/admissions

April 2, 2006 1:00 —4:00 p.m.
George R. Brown Convention Center

Representatives from over 200 colleges & universities
across the country will be available to answer questions
and give you information on their institutions.
Sophomores and Juniors should take advantage of this
great opportunity! To view a complete list of colleges
attending go to www.nacacnet.org

colleges to which you have applied.

2). to notify the colleges immediately if you
receive any special honors or awards at any
time during the application and decision
making process which weren’t included in
your original application.

3). to notify the other schools to which you
have been accepted to let them know you are
going elsewhere. This may allow another
deserving student to get the spot you were
holding in the class.

4). to let your recommenders know where
you plan to go to college. They will
appreciate the follow-up and the fact you
kept them informed!

Attention Juniors
You should be actively working on fine
tuning your college lists. Be proactive.
Consult websites, read as much as you
can about the schools you are interested
in and plan visits to check them out!

College Direction
Counseling Services
www.collegedirection.net

6906 Penny Court
Office: 281-580-1611

FAX: 281-537-8339

Houston, TX 77069
vblackwell@collegedirection.net




Focus During Break on Aspects

of Your College Search...
Spring Break is an ideal week for sophomores
and juniors to spend some concentrated time
on several aspects of their college search.
e If you are in the early stages, begin
researching colleges you may be
interested in at www.collegeboard.com,
www.petersons.com, & www.collegedata.com.
e Go to each individual college website
and request that they place you on their
mailing list and send you their viewbook
and other information.
e Work on scholarship searches by using
www.fastweb.com or www.petersons.com.
Get an early start knowing what
opportunities are available to you, what the
requirements are and by when you will
need to apply.
e Take several practice SAT s on- line
Good sites to consult for not only free
practice tests but also strategy tips:
www.collegeboard.com
www.act.org
www.onlinetestprep.com
www.4tests.com
www.kaptest.com
WWW.powerprep.com
WWW.petersons.com
www.number2.com
e Log your extracurricular activities
and hours spent in each area. Then begin
developing your student resume.
e Get a jump start on getting to know
yourself better and potential career
direction by taking the MindSight
Assessment at www.mindsightinc.com
If you choose to take it, call me for my
counselor code to save yourself $50.
o Take a college trip to visit a campus
or two. Just call ahead to make sure the
college you want to see isn’t on Spring
break as well!

Recommended Reading
to Help You With Your College Search
Countdown to College: 21 To Do Lists
by Valerie Pierce & Cheryl Rilly

What It Means To Be Part
Of An Honors College

Honors Colleges have been
established at many large public
institutions across the country to provide
highly capable students an opportunity
to have a more personal and challenging
college experience. In many cases these
programs are designed to be a “smaller
college experience within the larger
university.” Students in these programs
find themselves in smaller classes,
interacting on an individual basis with
professors, receiving opportunities to
study and research along side faculty
members and not only studying but
living among some of the brightest
students at the university.

Students must first be admitted to
the university and then go through a
selective admissions process also into
the Honors College or Honors Program.
Often a separate application as well as an
additional essay is required. These
programs do vary from university to
university so qualified students should
be sure to investigate the specifics of
each school they are interested in.

The typical Honors College offers
honors classes for at least the first two
years of the college experience. This
may be anywhere from one class per
semester to all classes being honors
level. Some programs also allow these
students priority in course registration,
special preferred housing, and
additional library privileges. Many
programs require their students to write
an honors thesis and allow them to do
major related research or special
internships their senior year.

Enjoy Your Spring Break however
you choose to spend it!
SEDSES
Virginia L. Blackwell, MEd.




