The Compass

Guiding Students and Parents Through Their College Search

A Message from Mrs. Blackwell... Spring is
definitely here! Don’t you just love this warm weather,
flowers in bloom and the excitement of school almost
coming to an end! Yikes!!! As excited as you seniors
may be about prom and graduation, don’t forget that
your college will receive a copy of your final
transcript. Make sure you end strong! Underclassmen
should insure that you have appropriately signed up for
the right courses for next year before schedules are put
in place. Everyone should be actively finalizing
productive and fun summer plans. Don’t allow
opportunities to build your resume pass you by. And
speaking of resumes... juniors should be scheduling
appointments with me over the summer to get those
student resumes, athletic profiles, essays and personal
statements done. Let’s all stay on top of the game!

National College Fair In Houston!!!
This Sunday, April 2 1:00 — 4:00 p.m.
George R. Brown Convention Center

Representatives from over 200 colleges & universities
across the country will be available to answer questions
and give you information on their institutions.
Sophomores and Juniors should take advantage of this
great opportunity! To view a complete list of colleges
attending go to www.nacacnet.org

Upcoming Campus Open Houses &
Information Sessions

April 7-8 Mustang Days for SMU Admitted Srs
www.smu.edu/admission

April 21 -22 Baylor Spring Premiere for Jrs.
www.baylor.edu/admissions/premiere

April 22 Trinity Program for Admitted Students

April 29 Trinity Program for Juniors
www.trinity.edu/departments/admissions

May 20 Junior Visit Day at Southwestern

www.southwestern.edu/admission

April 2006

Upcoming Test Dates
Register by
Feb. 24
April 8 March 3
May 6 April 3
May 1-12 contact your HS
June 3 April 28

June 10 May 5
www.actstudent.org

SAT I only

ACT

SAT | & SAT 11

AP Exams

SAT | & SAT 11

ACT
www.collegeboard.org

April 1

Exploring College Options:
a special informational program
for high school sophs and jrs.
by Admissions Officers of Penn,
Harvard, Duke, and Georgetown

Wednesday, May 3
7:30 p.m.
Hilton Houston Post Oak
2001 Post Oak Blvd.
Contact Number: 713 961-9300

or

Thursday., May 4
7:30 p.m.
Wyndham Greenspoint
12400 Greenspoint Drive
Contact Number: 281 875-2222

Attention Juniors

Continue to actively work to fine tune your
college list. Remember to be proactive.
Consult websites, read as much as you can
about the schools, talk to reps and students
who attend there and plan spring or summer
visits to check them out for yourself!

College Direction

Counseling Services
www.collegedirection.net

6906 Penny Court
Office: 281-580-1611

FAX: 281-537-8339

Houston, TX 77069
vblackwell@collegedirection.net




Understanding Admissions
Decisions:
What Does It All Mean?

Admissions Decisions are no April Fools but
often do arrive in many mailboxes on or around
the first of April. What exactly do all the different?
types of decisions mean?
Early Decision (ED) Acceptance:
You apply Early to your first choice college
and are notified of your acceptance early
(usually by mid Dec.) This process is binding
and designed for those students who are
totally committed to attending a certain college
if admitted.
Early Action Acceptance:
This works the same way as ED but the
decision is not binding. You may apply to other
colleges and wait to hear back from these
colleges before making a decision.
Regular Admission Acceptance:
You are offered a place in the college’s
incoming freshmen class to which you have
applied (mailing of decision letters varies
by schools but most send them no later than
April 15). You have until May 1 to confirm
your choice by sending them a deposit.
Reduced Course load Acceptance:
You may be offered admission to a college but
told in your letter that they would like for you
to take a reduced course load your first
semester. This is used to help some students
transition from high school to college.
Waitlisted:
You are not offered admission to a college
by April 15 but offered a spot on their waitlist.
This means that they saw something in
your application that makes you a possible
candidate for admission but they will fill
their class first with others they have offered
admission to. In the event they have spaces
available, after they hear from those offered
admission, the waitlist will be used.
Denied Admission:
You are refused admission to a college to
which you have applied.
Deferred Admission:
You are admitted to a college of your choice
but allowed to take up to a year off before
attending.

Seniors Corner...

Remember that once you make a
decision and put a deposit into the
college of your choice, you should notify
the other ones who have admitted you
that you are going elsewhere. This will
eliminate future phone calls from those
schools and potentially could open up a
spot in the class for another deserving
student.

** %% Senior Girls* * * * *
Planning to pledge a sorority in college?
Attend the
Northwest Harris County

Alumnae Panhellenic
Sorority Information Meeting
Tuesday, April 4
7:00 p.m.

Cypress Creek High School.
Parents and their daughters will learn
how Greek system recruitment works at
different campuses. For more
information consult the NWHCAP
website at www.nwhcap.org or contact
Venecia Davis at 281 370-4372.

Important Test Information

Did you know that once you have taken your
SAT you can get a free copy of the essay you
wrote simply by going to the College Board
website? Reviewing it and the scoring guidelines
can better prepare you for a future test date.
Take the time to read and discover all that is
offered at www.collegeboard.org. Once you
have an account, you are able to access scores
on-line, determine which schools receive your
results and understand how you did by studying
your personal score report. There are also free
opportunities to take practice tests and to receive
a practice Question of the Day on a daily basis.
The next few months are full of standardized
testing opportunities...SAT I, SATII, AP, and
ACT. Please plan ahead and make sure you meet
all registration deadlines. Students and parents
should always keep in mind that standardized
tests are only one of the many criterion used in
evaluating candidates for admissions.

Have a productive month of April! Virginia L. Blackwell, M.Ed




