The Compass

Guiding Students and Parents Through Their College Search

A message from Mrs. Blackwell....

It’s hard to believe the summer is almost over and
the start of a new school year is upon us! I know
many of you seniors have been working diligently
over the summer on your college lists, student
resumes and even those essays. Remember... the
trick to less stress in this process is staying ahead of
the game! If you have not already done so, make a
timeline of absolute dates and deadlines. Beside each
deadline give yourself a date at least two weeks prior
to accomplish it. Start your planning early if visiting
campuses are part of your fall. You may register for
a campus program or visit at most colleges through
their websites or by simply calling in advance. Most
importantly, have fun with your college search...
take time to see what all is out there and discover
more about yourself and your interests!

August 2005

Upcoming Testing Dates
Register by
ACT Sept. 24 Aug. 19
SAT I & SAT Il Oct.8  Sept. 7
PSAT Oct. 15 Sept. 30
ACT Oct. 22 Sept. 16
SAT I & SAT I Nov.5  Sept. 30
SAT I & SATII Dec.3  Oct. 28
ACT Dec. 10  Nov. 4

www.collegeboard.org www.act.org

Virginia Private College Week
August 1- 6, 2005

If you are considering some of the private
Virginia colleges and can plan to visit them
during this time period, you will be able to take
advantage of special daily Open House
programs which include tours, financial aid and
admissions workshops and curriculum/program
overviews. If you visit four or more of the
participating colleges during the week, you will
receive three application fee waivers
(approximate savings of $100) For more
information consult www.cicv.org and click on
Virginia Private College Week.

Colleges That Change Lives

Information Session & College Fair
Sat., Aug. 27, 2005
10:00 am — Noon
Doubletree Hotel Houston Post Oak
2001 Post Oak Houston, TX 77056
For more information consult:
www.ctcl.com

Fall 2005 Campus Open
Houses & Information Sessions

UT Longhorn Saturdays Aug. 20
www.bealonghorn.utexas.edu Oct. 8
Nov. 19
Dec. 3
Trinity in Focus Aug. 7
WwWW.trinity.edu Oct. 23
Nov. 13
TXA&M Oct. 28-29

S.E.A.L Conference -Seniors Experiencing Aggie Life Conference
www.tamu.edu/admission
Baylor Premiere Event Sept. 17
www.baylor.edu
Austin College Open Houses  Sept. 5
www.austincollege.edu Oct.10
SMU Summer Sat. Visit Aug. 6
Mustang Mondays Oct. 10
www.smu.edu Nov. 7
TCU Take Advantage of Mondays ~ Sept. 19
www.tcu.edu Oct. 17
Nov. 7
Dec.5
Rice Info sessions & tours available throughout
the fall  www.rice.edu

College Direction

Counseling Services
www.collegedirection.net

6906 Penny Court

Houston, TX 77069
Office: 281-580-1611  FAX: 281-537-8339

vblackwell@collegedirection.net




Senior Corner

Within the first six weeks of school...
identify and then ask those teachers, coaches,
club advisors, employer and other individuals who
you want to write a recommendation on your
behalf. These should be folks that know you well
and can speak to your learning abilities,
leadership, work ethic and character. Junior year
teachers are usually good ones to ask since they
had you most recently and, in most cases, for a
complete school year. They will appreciate
receiving your student resume, any standard form
the college requires and the date and to whom
you'd like for it to be sent. Having as much lead
time as possible to write a recommendation is
always appreciated!

Back To School Tips

Time to hit the books once again.
Here’s how to get the most out of the school year.

1). Be organized. Make sure you have a

system in your locker so you can easily find
things. Utilize a planner for all school related
assignments, your employment and all

outside clubs and activities.

2). Plan ahead. Always stay on top of your
assignments. Do not wait until the last minute

to study for an exam or do a project. Even if

you do not have homework in a particular

subject area, if time allows, review notes from

the previous class or practice on your own what
you have just learned in class.

3). Do your best. Always put your best foot
forward. Some courses are bound to be harder
than others but teachers respect those students
who put good effort into their work.

4). Get to know your teachers. Cultivate good
relationships with teachers, coaches and
employers who will be writing your letters of
recommendation.

5). Be committed to your studies, job, clubs and
other outside activities. Additional time and extra
work are good investments for success.

6). Be true to yourself. Follow your own interests,
not the crowd'’s.

7). Keep involved as an active learner in the
classroom, as a contributing member of a club and
as a leader among your peers.

8). Set realistic goals for yourself and then work to
make them happen!!!

Are You Actively
Building

Your Student Resume?

Get involved in community service

| have a list of places that welcome
individual volunteers. If you need it,
let me know.

Go after Leadership positions in your
clubs and organizations. Volunteer
to chair a committee or take on a
special project if you don’t have an
elected position.

Build on your interests. If your love is
art, for example, be involved with
your school’s art club, consider
studying art at a summer camp or
seek employment in a frame shop.
Follow your heart! Colleges are
looking for those who have been
committed in their activities and
done what they have a “passion”
for, not just to follow the crowd
Seek ways to be outstanding in what

you select to do and get recognized
for it!

A Word About

Career Planning...

Every high school student as they
proceed with their college and career
planning is asked “What do you want to
study?”” The first step in the process is
to eliminate what you don’t like or don’t
seem to have an aptitude for. Focus on
what does interest you and begin to
identify and develop your own
strengths and talents. This does not
happen overnight! You must work at
getting to know yourself better!!!
Explore & expand on your areas of
interests !

Have a great start of the 2005 -06

School Year!
Virginia L. Blackwell, M.Ed.




