The Compass

Guiding Students and Parents Through Their College Search

A Message from Mrs. Blackwell...

A special note for all my Seniors

Congratulations to you as you graduate!
| know how very hard you have worked to get to
this point in your life. You should take great pride
in all you have accomplished. Continue to set
realistic goals for yourself in college and beyond
and work diligently and consistently toward those
goals. Don’t be afraid to try new things. Make a
special effort to meet new and diverse people.
| recently found this quote on a graduation card
and want to share it with all of you...
“The greatest thing in this world is not so much where
we STAND, as in what direction we are moving.”

-Oliver Wendell Holmes

| am so very proud of each and every one of you
and wish you only the very best in the next part of

your life journey!

Upcoming Campus Open House &

Information Session
May 20 Junior Visit Day at Southwestern
www.southwestern.edu/admission

kkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkk

Sophomores & Juniors

Mark Your Calendar Now
Virginia Private College Week
July 31 — August 5, 2006

If you are considering some of the private Virginia
colleges and can plan to visit them during this time
period, you will be able to take advantage of special
daily Open House programs which include tours,
financial aid and admissions workshops and
curriculum/program overviews. If you visit four or
more of the participating colleges during the week,
you will receive three application fee waivers
(approximate savings of $100) For more information
consult www.cicv.org and click on Virginia Private
College Week.

May 2006

Upcoming Test Dates
Register by
May 1-12 contact your HS
June 3 April 28
June 10 May 5

AP Exams
SAT | & SAT 11
ACT

www.collegeboard.org www.actstudent.org

Exploring College Options:
a special informational program
for high school sophs and jrs.
by Admissions Officers of Penn,
Harvard, Duke, and Georgetown

Wednesday, May 3
7:30 p.m.
Hilton Houston Post Oak
2001 Post Oak Blvd.
Contact Number: 713 961-9300

or

Thursday., May 4
7:30 p.m.
Wyndham Greenspoint
12400 Greenspoint Drive
Contact Number: 281 875-2222

Attention Juniors
Please remember that searching for that right
college and searching for scholarship
opportunities go hand-in-hand. Start now to
actively find scholarships that may be suitable
for you to consider applying for.
www.fastweb.com is a great place to begin!

College Direction

Counseling Services
www.collegedirection.net

6906 Penny Court
Office: 281-580-1611

FAX: 281-537-8339

Houston, TX 77069
vblackwell@collegedirection.net




Still Haven’t Decided How To Spend

Your Summer???
Get ideas from
The Summer Book 2006: A Guide to Houston
Day Camps and Classes For Kids
by Sarah Gish

preschoolers to seniors right here in our local area.
To order a copy go to
www.thesummerbook.com

This resource lets you know available opportunities for

Top 10 College Majors for 2005-2006
Job Outlook from the National Association of
Colleges & Employers reports the following are the
“most in-demand” college majors:

1. Accounting
2. Electrical Engineering
3. Mechanical Engineering
4. Business Administration
5. Economics/Finance
6. Computer Science
7. Computer Engineering
8. Marketing
9. Chemical Engineering
10. Information Sciences

Class of 2006...

Remember that once you make a decision and
put a deposit into the college of your choice,
you should notify the other ones who have
admitted you that you are going elsewhere.
This will eliminate future phone calls and e-
mails from those schools and potentially could
open up a spot in the class for another
deserving student. Make sure you also let the
teachers and others who wrote you
recommendations know where you have
decided to attend college. They will really
appreciate it!

**x* Parent Corner* * * *
Senior Moms, as you prepare to “let go” of
those daughters you may want to pick up a
copy of Maria Shriver’s new book titled:
And One More Thing Before You Go...
This book is an expansion of a graduation
speak Maria gave at a friend’s graduation. She
writes honestly and with great wisdom providing
a heartfelt guide for girls as they go off to
college. Get a copy, read it yourself, then pass
it along to you daughter!

Preparing to Go off to College
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1). Learn how to do your own laundry
2). Be honest on the roommate forms that
you are asked to fill out.
3). Don’t plan to take everything you own.
Pack light at first. See how much room you
have, how much your roommate has
brought, and what the storage situation is.
Then if you have room, ask mom and dad to
send items or bring them to you during
Parents Weekend.
4). Speaking of Parents Weekend...
now when it is and make your hotel
arrangements early!

find out

Summer Tasks for Rising Seniors
This will be a busy summer for those of you who are
completing their junior year. Here are a few of the
goals you need to set for yourself. Tackling these
aspects of your college search over the summer will
insure a more enjoyable senior year!

e Plan college visits to campuses you have not

yet seen

Continue to explore potential majors

Finalize your college list

Spend time researching scholarship

opportunities that you may qualify for

Design a timeline for yourself which

includes all your colleges’ application

deadlines and other important dates such as

Honors Program application deadlines.

Prepare your student resume.

Write your Personal Statement.

Write other application essays

Student athletes- sign up for the NCAA

Clearinghouse, put together an athletic

profile and send it with letters of interest to

colleges you are considering.
I am available to help you with all the above tasks.
Please make a special note that I will be out of my
office from May 28 - June 2 but will be taking
appointments throughout the rest of the summer. Plan
ahead. Call well in advance for the best appointment
times. Let’s stay on top of all that needs done!
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Have a great finish of the school year!

Virginiaﬁ Blackwell, M.Ed
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