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The Compass

Guiding Students and Parents Through Their College Search

A message from Mrs. Blackwell... The school
year is in full swing now. Hope you all are having a
fulfilling first semester. Before we know it, the
Holidays will be here. Many students find that this
3" 6 weeks tends to be one of their hardest to keep
focused on studying. Make sure you keep on top of
your grades and homework assignments. Seniors
should continue to work on their essays and
applications. | am very proud of many of you for
getting your items in early. Juniors & Sophomores,
now is the time to look for ways to build your
resume — it doesn’t happen magically; you do have
to work at it... you must put time and dedication
into the activities you select to participate in.
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2006-2007 Testing Dates
Register by
Sept. 29
Nov. 1
Nov. 3
Dec. 20
Jan. 5
Feb. 2
March 9
March 29
April 27
May 4
www.act.org

SAT | & SAT 11
SAT | & SAT 11
ACT

SAT I & SAT I
ACT

SAT only

ACT

SAT | & SAT Il
SAT | & SAT Il June 2
ACT June 9

www.collegeboard.org

Nov. 4
Dec. 2
Dec. 9
Jan. 27
Feb. 10
March 10
April 14
May 5

Fall 2006 Campus Open Houses
& Information Sessions

UT Longhorn Saturdays
www.bealonghorn.utexas.edu
TX A&M (Limited to 100 seniors!)  Nov. 3-4

S.E.A.L. Conference-Seniors Experiencing Aggie Life Conference
www.tamu.edu/admission

SMU Mustang Mondays
www.smu.edu

TCU Take Advantage of Mondays
www.tcu.edu

Baylor Sic’ Em Days
www.baylor.edu

Trinity in Focus
WWW.trinity.edu

Austin College Open Houses
www.austincollege.edu

Southwestern Senior Overnight
www.southwestern.edu

LSU Tiger Day
www.Isu.edu

OU Sooner Saturday Nov. 18
WWW.(02.0u.edu/soonersaturday.htm

Nov. 18; Dec.2

Nov. 6
Nov.13; Dec. 4

Nov. 20

Nov.18

Nov.11; Nov. 20

Nov. 12-13

Nov. 5

ATTENTION SENIORS:
Print out copies of your applications even when
you are applying on-line just for insurance. If
something happens and they don’t receive it, it is
easier to send another copy than to recreate it all
over again.

Top 10
Most In-demand College Majors:

Accounting

Electrical Engineering

Mechanical Engineering

Business administration/management
Economics/finance

Computer Science

Computer Engineering
Marketing/Marketing Management

. Chemical Engineering

10. Information Sciences and Systems

CoNoOhrLONE

Source: Job Outlook 2005 Survey,
conducted by the National Association of
Colleges and Employers.

College Direction

Counseling Services
www.collegedirection.net

6906 Penny Court
Office: 281-580-1611

FAX: 281-537-8339

Houston, TX 77069
vblackwell@collegedirection.net




Essay Tip of the Month
Give your essay a catchy title to grab your
reader’s interest and so your reader will
remember it!

APPLYING EARLY?
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

Many seniors have begun to submit
college applications. Some schools have
early deadlines of Nov.1 or Nov.15. Itis
important for all candidates to fully
understand what they are applying for:

Early Decision: This is a binding
decision designed for the strong
candidate who clearly has the college to
which he/she is applying as his/her first
choice. You will receive a decision no
later than Dec. 15. If you apply Early
Decision and are admitted, the college
will expect you to commit now (not May 1)
and withdraw your applications from
other colleges.

Early Action: This results in a non-
binding decision. It does allow for your
application to be reviewed early in the
admission process as well as it allows you
to let the school know you are very
interested in them. You can then have the
opportunity to hear from all your schools
before committing to one. Your deadline
to decide is May 1.

Rolling Admissions: Many colleges
make admissions decisions on

applications as they receive them. For
these schools you generally hear within 3-
4 weeks of applying. Since they are filling
their class as they go, it is to your
advantage to get your application in
early. Many schools get choosier as they
get closer to the deadline date. If
admitted, you have until May 1 to commit.

Scholarship Tips

At the same time you are applying to
college, you should be asking important
questions about costs and opportunities for
funding a college education. One source I
highly recommend is the free scholarship
search found at www.fastweb.com.
Here are FastWeb’s Top 10 Tips When
Applying for Scholarships:
1. Apply only if you're eligible!

. Complete the application in full.

. Follow directions.

. Neatness counts.

. Make sure your essay makes an

impression.

. Watch out for deadlines.

. Make copies before sending.

. Give it a final “once-over.”

. Ask for help if you need it.

. Remember - your scholarship

application represents you!

Featured Website of the Month:

www.collegedata.com

Check out this website! One of the best features
of this particular site is that you can read true
stories from current college students at schools
such as Washington and Lee, Dartmouth,
Columbia and Reed. They tell you all about
their own college searches. You also will find
an on-line library of over 150 articles about
choosing, preparing, applying and paying for
college. Furthermore, this site allows you to:
1). Review over 1800 colleges’ profiles

2). View qualifications & admissions decisions
of thousands of students.

3). Estimate your own chances of admission
4). Consider tips for finding money for college
5). Search 400,000 awards worth $2 billion
using GPA, gender, area of study, location, and
other definers.

5). Calculate Estimated Family Contribution

B>

= Have a wonderful Thanksgiving !

Virginia L. Blackwell, M.Ed.




