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Upcoming Local 
 College Fairs & Programs 

 
Vanderbilt University Meeting       Oct.  3 
Episcopal High School  7 – 9p.m. 
 
Klein High School College Night         Oct.  4 
7 - 9p.m. 
 
Cy - Fair ISD College Night       Oct.  5 
Sam Houston Race Track  5:30 – 9p.m.              
 
Humble ISD College Night        Oct.  5 
Humble Civic Center   6 – 9p.m. 
 
Klein Collins College Night   7 – 9p.m.  Oct.  5 
 
Tulane University Houston Event       Oct. 23 
Marriott Houston West Loop by The Galleria  1:00 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

Upcoming Testing Dates 
               Register by   
   SAT I & SAT II                Oct. 8        Sept. 7 
   PSAT                                Oct. 15       Sept. 30 
   ACT                                  Oct. 22      Sept. 16 
   SAT I & SAT II                Nov. 5       Sept. 30 
   SAT I & SAT II                Dec. 3       Oct. 28 
   ACT                                  Dec. 10      Nov. 4 
      
      www.collegeboard.org        www.act.org 

October 2005 

 Fall 2005 Campus Open 
Houses & Information Sessions 
  UT   Longhorn Saturdays             Oct.  8 
      www.bealonghorn.utexas.edu   Nov.19 

                                     Dec.  3 
  Trinity in Focus                           Oct. 23 
               www.trinity.edu               Nov.13       
  TX A & M                                 Oct. 28-29 
S.E.A.L Conference -Seniors Experiencing Aggie Life Conference 
          www.tamu.edu/admission 
  Austin College Open Houses       Oct. 10 
          www.austincollege.edu          
  SMU    Mustang Mondays            Oct. 10 
                www.smu.edu                  Nov. 7       
  TCU  Take Advantage of Mondays      Oct. 17     
           www.tcu.edu          Nov. 7   & Dec.5     
  Rice     Info sessions & tours available throughout 
the fall       www.rice.edu 
  LSU   Fall Tour Days                   Dec.10 
             Tiger Day          Nov. 5 
    www.lsu.edu 
  Texas Tech   University Day       Oct. 10 
  www.ttu.edu 
  Texas Lutheran University        Oct. 10 
              www.tlu.edu           Oct. 29 

A message from Mrs. Blackwell…. 
Life is often full of unexpected surprises (as we 
have all experienced lately!). As you navigate your 
college search looking for a new place to call 
home, seeking a place to prosper and thrive, and 
searching for a community of people where you 
can belong, you may encounter surprises along the 
way. Be ready and willing to be open-minded in 
this process. Give yourself a chance to “think 
outside the box” and explore new things as you 
search for that “right place.”  During the month of 
October, there will be many opportunities to meet 
with representatives from various colleges at your 
high school, during college nights or during 
information sessions to learn more about their 
institutions.  Take full advantage of these 
meetings. Read as much as you can, talk to as 
many folks as you can and visit campuses if 
possible. The more you get to know a school the 
better decision you can make on whether or not it 
is for you! 



                           
 
 
 

 
How To Get The Most 
Out of A College Fair 
 
1). Do your “homework” ahead of time. 
Research schools & develop a college list 
(8- 10 schools is a good number) 
2). Think of questions you wish to have 
answered pertaining to admissions 
requirements, scholarships, majors, etc.  
3). Take your college list with you to the fair and 
make sure you seek out and talk to those 
schools on your list.  
4). While fairs are generally crowded with 
students, admissions personnel do try to keep 
track of who they meet. Make sure you tell 
them your name, graduation year and what 
high school you attend.  Most will have you 
provide this information in writing. This will also 
put you on their mailing list. 
5). Have a pen and small notepad with you for 
jotting down important information you learn 
and may not remember later.   
6). Ask Admissions Officers for their 
business cards or write down their names. 
Usually the person attending the College Fair is 
the person responsible for students from this 
area. 
7) If the person you speak to behind the table is 
an alum, also get his or her name.  Many 
colleges use a network of trained alums to 
help with recruitment. This may be a person 
who can have positive input to the institution on 
your behalf or someone who may interview you 
locally later in the process. 
8). After the fair, don’t put the college materials 
in the back of your closet.  Take time to review 
the information so you can revise and 
modify your college list. 

 

 

   
Essay Tip  

 For The Month 
Use the opportunity to write about 

something that the rest of your 
application does not reflect. 

Want to brush up on vocabulary prior 
to your PSAT, SAT or ACT??? 

 Check out www.vocabulary.com 

  Important Tips for Test Takers 
• As with any test situation being well 
rested and eating a good breakfast 
beforehand are very important. 
• Calculators (four-function, scientific or 
graphing) can be used during Math sections. 
• PSAT scores are not available by 
telephone or on-line.  Results are sent to 
your school in December. Schools determine 
how and when they are distributed. 
• Students receive 1 pt. for each correct 
answer on the SAT and lose a fraction (1/4) 
of a point for each wrong answer.  You 
neither gain nor lose any points for questions 
you leave blank.  The only exception to this 
is on the Math grid-in section where you lose 
nothing for a wrong answer. 
• Many students ask if they should go 
ahead and guess.  During the Math 
grid-ins the answer is definitely “yes!”  For 
the other portions of the test, the best advice 
is to go ahead and make an “educated” 
guess at the answer if you can eliminate one 
or more answers that are incorrect.            
• Know the test directions. For every 5 
minutes you spend reading directions, you 
will have 5 fewer minutes available to 
answer questions. Learn the directions now. 
• Use the test book for scratch work, to 
cross off answers you know are wrong, and 
to mark questions you did not answer.  Be 
sure to mark answers on your answer sheet 
because you will not receive credit for any 
answers you mark in the test booklet. 
• Don’t make extra marks on the answer 
sheet.  The answer sheet is machine scored, 
and the machine can’t tell an answer from a 
doodle! 
• Relax and just do your best.  Remember 
standardized tests are only one of the many 
criterion used in evaluating candidates for 
admissions.

       **** Seniors Please Note**** 
You should be working on finishing up your 

resume this month so you can have it ready to give 
to those folks you wish to ask to write a 

recommendation on your behalf.

Have a good month, 
Virginia L. Blackwell, M.Ed. 

Collegiate Consultant 


